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Zero is the only acceptable 
number of deaths on our 

highways, roads, and 
streets. 

U.S. DOT Vision 
for Roadway 

Safety

NJDOT Vision 
Strategic Highway 

Safety Plan

New Jersey’s vision is to achieve 
zero deaths on all public roads.



How do we achieve
zero deaths?



ZERO DEATH
INITIATIVES

FHWA SAFE SYSTEM APPROACH COMPLETE STREETS
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL

GOAL

STRATEGY.
METHODS
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Create a Vision1



Traditional Approach Zero Death Initiatives

Traffic deaths are inevitable

Perfect human behavior

Prevent collisions

Individual responsibility

Saving lives is expensive

Traffic deaths are preventable

Account for human failings in approach

Prevent fatal and severe crashes

Systems approach

Saving lives is not expensive

Source: Vision Zero Network



`

Year
New Jersey

Pedestrians Bicyclists

2021 31.1% 3.7%

2022 23.8% 2.8%

2023 25.2% 3.5%

Data sources: NHTSA Fatality Analysis Reporting System; New Jersey State Police - Statewide Fatal Crash Statistics.
Data accessed September 1, 2024

Nationwide in 2021, 
pedestrians comprised 17.6% and 

bicyclists comprised 2.2% of all 
traffic fatalities.

Pedestrian and Bicyclist Fatalities as a Percentage 
of Total Traffic Fatalities



Is zero an 
achievable 

number of fatal 
crashes in 

New Jersey?

www.youtube.com/@NJSafeRoutes



Adopt Complete & Green Streets2



What do we mean by 
Complete Streets?



What are Complete Streets?

1. Complete Streets are designed for everyone

2. Design of Complete Streets is based on local context

3. Address quality of life, not just safety

4. They balance the needs of …

5. … ALL MODES, ALL USERS, and ALL ABILITIES …



BusinessesPublic Transit Users

SeniorsPedestrians

Motorists

ADA Bicyclists

Freight

Children

Who are you accommodating?

How will you accommodate them safely?



as of September 2024

State Policy   1

County Policies  8

Municipal Policies  181

njbikeped.org/nj-complete-streets-policy-compilation

Complete Streets in New Jersey



Lack of Implementation 

What happened to 
implementation?



“when feasible”
“if practical”

“when possible”
“except maintenance”

No Transparency or Accountability

No Actual Policy

No Benchmarks

Lots of Caveats

Policy Problems 

Not providing exemptions in writing

No public involvement 

Exemptions on spending
 > 5-20% of cost



Thank You!
NJ Complete Streets Working Group
AARP―NJ
American Heart Association
Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia
NJ Bike & Walk Coalition
NJ Conservation Foundation
NJ Department of Community Affairs
NJ Department of Transportation
New Jersey Future, Jersey Water Works 
NJ Healthy Community Network
Passaic County
Rails to Trails Conservancy
Rutgers University:
• Voorhees Transportation Center, Bloustein School of Planning & Public Policy
• Water Resources Program, Agricultural Experiment Station Cooperative Extension
Sustainable Jersey
Transportation Management Associations:
• Cross County Connection TMA 
• Greater Mercer TMA
• RideWise TMA, Inc.
Tri-State Transportation Campaign
West Windsor Council



What is an effective Complete and 
Green Streets Policy?



Resolution

Policy

Ordinance

Strong 

Stronger

Strongest



www.nj.gov/transportation/eng/completestreets/resources.shtm   



Customizable

can be tailored to fit 
the needs of all 

communities

www.nj.gov/transportation/eng/completestreets/resources.shtm  





Public Health & Safety



WHEREAS, traffic crashes 
are preventable and the 
only acceptable number of 
traffic deaths for my town 

Model Resolution: Spelling It Out

is       zero



Green Streets



WHEREAS, Complete Streets that 
incorporate sustainable Green 
Streets design elements

Model Resolution: Spelling It Out



Green stormwater infrastructure

Model Resolution: Spelling It Out

Traffic calming treatments

Shade trees

Recycled materials



Green Streets
Register for our 
Virtual Open House!

• Learn how Green streets could 
assist in meeting municipal 
storm sewer (MS4) permit 
requirements.

Source: Hoboken, NJ



Equity



WHEREAS, low- and moderate-
income areas, whether in rural, 
urban, or suburban communities, are 
typically the least safe for pedestrians 
and bicyclists, especially for children 
walking and biking to school

Model Resolution: Spelling It Out



… due to long-standing infrastructure 
disparities and higher concentration 
of streets with faster-moving and 
higher-volume traffic

Model Resolution: Spelling It Out



WHEREAS, procedures should 
be implemented that ensure fair 
treatment, equitable funding 
and resource distribution

Model Resolution: Spelling It Out



…and meaningful involvement 
of all communities in all phases 
from selection, planning, and 
design to construction and long-
term maintenance

Model Resolution: Spelling It Out



How do I make sure the 
policy is implemented?



Plans & Practices

Benchmarks/
Reporting

Checklists

Advisory Body

The Council shall establish a 
Complete Streets Advisory Body to

Model Policy: Accountability

comply with the policy 

provide ongoing feedback



Advisory Body

Benchmarks/
Reporting

Checklists

Plans & Practices

The Council, Planner and Engineer shall routinely 
work in coordination with each other and 
adjacent jurisdictions, and any relevant advisory 
committees/teams

Model Policy: Accountability

to ensure consistency with the 
Municipal Master Plan and Elements 
and any other existing Plans



Advisory Body

Plans & Practices

Checklists

Benchmarks/
Reporting

The Council shall establish 
benchmarks reflecting the ability 
of all users to travel safely and 
conveniently along highways, 
roads and streets within the 
agency’s jurisdiction

Model Policy: Accountability



Advisory Body

Plans & Practices

Benchmarks/
Reporting

Checklists

Model Policy: Accountability



Plans & Practices

Benchmarks/
Reporting

Advisory Body

Complete Streets Checklists

• Provides structure

• Serves as a tool to integrate multiple modes of 
transportation

• Keeps details from falling through the cracks

• Communicates expectations

• Identifies if exceptions are needed

Checklists

Why Important?

How to use?
• Include as part of the development process



Plans & Practices

Benchmarks/
Reporting

Checklists

Advisory Body

Complete Streets Advisory Body Duties

• Require developers to submit Complete & 
Green Streets checklists with applications.

• Review checklists and provide feedback.
• Monitor project implementation.
• Review and advise on exemptions.



Plans & Practices

Benchmarks/
Reporting

Checklists

Advisory Body

Complete Streets Advisory Body Duties (con’t)

• Conduct an audit of municipal policies, plans, 
and programs for alignment with the Complete & 
Green Streets policy and prioritize updates.

• Set benchmarks and track progress with regular 
reports.

• Update ordinances and review procedures to 
support policy implementation.

• Pursue grant opportunities.



What should I update?



Resolution 
with Policy

Ordinance Checklists

Strengthening Policies



How to Adopt an Ordinance Guide Coming Soon



Complete for All Abilities
New legislation directs the New Jersey Department of Transportation to
implement a Complete Streets policy that “improves safety for persons diagnosed with 
autism spectrum disorder and persons with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities.”

Updated Model Policy Language Coming Soon



Complete for Micromobility

A range of compact, electric- and human-powered devices designed for short-
distance travel, including traditional bicycles, e-bikes, e-scooters, and other low-

speed wheeled devices.

NJ Micromobility Guide Coming Soon!



Other Ways to Incorporate 
Complete Streets

• Integrate into Master Plans

• Update Municipal Processes

• Develop Design Guidelines



To download the guide and 
MS Word docs visit

www.nj.gov/transportation/ 
eng/completestreets/resources.shtm

Extra point on NJDOT grant applications



Safety is not Siloed3



Source: FHWA

Safe System Approach: Complete Streets

1. Death/Serious Injury is Unacceptable
2. Humans Make Mistakes
3. Humans are Vulnerable
4. Responsibility is Shared
5. Safety is Proactive
6. Redundancy is Crucial



Complete Streets Elements of a Safe System Approach  

Safe 
speedsSafe 

roads



• Using non-SS4A funds for county-level action 
plans

• Additionally, four counties awarded SS4A grants:
⮚ Essex, Hudson, Monmouth, Union

NJTPA

• Received $1.5 million planning grant for entire 9 
county jurisdictionDVRPC

• Using non-SS4A funds to develop 4 individual 
county Road Safety PlansSJTPO 

MPO and County-led Safety Planning Efforts



Safety Action Plans and Complete Streets

 Goal of zero roadway deaths
 Committee or task force
 Assessment of current policies, plans, guidelines, and 

standards
 Monitoring and reporting of progress



Everyone has a Shared Responsibility in 
Implementing the Safe System Approach 



2
3

1 Create a Vision

Adopt Complete & Green Streets

Safety is not Siloed

Takeaways Recap





Resources
http://njbikeped.org/complete-and-green-

streets-policy-webinar



NJTPA County Safety Action Plans

www.SafetyPlansNJ.com

Get engaged and provide input for these county Safety Action Plans:
• Bergen
• Hunterdon
• Morris
• Ocean
• Somerset
• Sussex
• Passaic
• Warren

Every county in New Jersey now has a Safety Action Plan completed 
or in development. 



THANKS!
Contact:
NJ Bicycle & Pedestrian Resource Center
njbikeped.org
Telephone: (848) 932-3714
Email: bikeped@ejb.rutgers.edu

Contact:
NJ Safe Routes Resource Center
saferoutesnj.org
Telephone: (848) 932-7901
Email: srts@ejb.rutgers.edu

Q A&

https://njbikeped.org/
mailto:bikeped@ejb.rutgers.edu
https://www.saferoutesnj.org/
mailto:srts@ejb.rutgers.edu
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